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Welcome from the Headteacher and Chair of Governors

Thank you very much for showing an interest in Rivermead Primary School. 

We hope that you will find this prospectus useful as it contains a lot of information about 
our school.

If you have not yet had the opportunity to visit Rivermead Primary School, we do hope you 
will accept our invitation to come and see for yourself the wonderful learning 
opportunities we have to offer in our happy and caring environment. We are very proud of 
Rivermead Primary School and the contributions that all the talented and dedicated staff 
and governors make to the education of each child.

As parents, we recognise that choosing the right primary school for your child is an 
important decision and, should you select our school, we know that your child will enjoy a 
happy and successful time with us and that you will feel involved and well informed about 
these crucial primary years.

We would like to give you the chance to see our wonderful children at work so, if you 
would like to come and see our school, please telephone 0118 954 0770 to arrange a visit.

Judith Castle Ralph Godbold
Headteacher Chair of Governors

Rivermead Primary School
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RIVERMEAD PRIMARY SCHOOL

Why choose Rivermead?

Our Ethos 

Rivermead School provides an excellent education 
for girls and boys aged 4 to 11 years of age in a 
friendly and focused learning environment. Our
dedicated teachers are passionate about teaching 
and learning and are supported by high quality 
classroom assistants. Working together, all the 
staff strive to bring out the best in each pupil. 

At Rivermead School, we value every child as an
individual and work with them to enable them to 
learn and grow and prepare them for the future.

At Rivermead School we promise:

- to provide a vibrant, happy and safe 
learning environment which enables every 
child to achieve the best they can 
regardless of gender, ethnic or social 
background or educational needs;

- to promote the importance of healthy 
life-styles, respect for the environment 
and the value of personal relationships 
based on mutual respect;

- to prepare pupils for the responsibilities 
and opportunities that arise throughout 
life in a multi-cultural and technological 
society.
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The organisation of the school 

At Rivermead School there are two classes in every year from the Foundation Stage 
(formerly known as the reception) until Year 6. 

Children are in mixed ability year groups and stay with their teacher for one year before 
moving up to the next year.  It is highly probably that in the transition to the new year, 
children will be re-grouped so that, as they move through the school, they have the 
opportunity to widen their friendships.   Having said that, we will always make sure that 
your child has at least one friend from his/her previous class in his new one,

There are two main teachers (and sometimes 3) in most year groups who each year plan 
and organise the work together but it is the class teachers who are responsible for 
progress and the welfare of the each child in their class. Your child will also experience 
other adults as we employ extra teachers to cover non-contact time and times when the 
class teachers are on staff development courses.

Our teachers ensure that the children learn through activities and tasks that are fun and 
challenging, and yet achievable, whilst being suited to every child’s needs and abilities.  

In addition, children may be taught in a variety of settings: within a whole class, as a 
group, a set, or as individuals, depending on the task and what they need to learn.
This is particularly so in classes with the older children.

“The school is very approachable 
and parent-school relationships 

are good.  Children are confident 
and happy.”

Parent, Year 3.
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“Rivermead is a happy place to be.  
Our children both look forward to 

coming to school, which is a 
reflection on the staff and 

atmosphere.”

Parents, Year 5 and 2

Our Learning Environment

The school has an excellent range of facilities and resources including:
- Two well-equipped sports halls;
- Extensive grounds with an orchard, an environmental area and pond, and two 

playgrounds with adventure play equipment;
- A large, up-to-the minute computer suite with additional computers in every class 

or area;
- Two newly-refurbished libraries;
- Art areas in each class;
- Interactive whiteboards in every class.

Children at Rivermead really enjoy coming to school.  Their teachers ensure that the 
children learn through activities and tasks that are fun and challenging, and yet 
achievable, whilst being suited to every 
child’s needs and abilities.  

We pride ourselves on our inclusive 
educational community in which all 
children have the opportunity to achieve 
their best and develop a pride in their 
achievements.

We have high expectations so that not only
are children’s knowledge, skills and 
understanding are developed, but also their 
imagination, their critical and analytic 
thinking and their values and beliefs.

Children are encouraged to develop self-discipline and to learn the importance of courtesy 
and consideration for others.  We place importance on developing pupils’ self-esteem and 
improving the children’s role within the community. 

Learning in Partnership
We believe that the successes of children are achieved more effectively if school and 
parents are working in partnership and we strongly encourage parents to be involved, not 
only helping their child to learn, but in the wider aspects of the school.
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The Rivermead School Curriculum

We make sure that learning is
broad-based, relevant and that 
there is continuity throughout the 
school.  

The children in our Foundation 
Stage Class, follow the Early Years
Curriculum (continuing from their 
Early Years provision) and the 
curriculum for Key Stages One and 
Two is firmly based on the 
requirements of the National 
Curriculum, including both the 
National Literacy and Numeracy 
Strategies.  

At Rivermead, children learn most of their subjects such as History, Geography, Art and 
ICT through themes or topics and, indeed, Geography, Science and History form the 
backbone of many of these themes. The selection of a central idea as a focus for learning 
offers opportunities for children to understand things and problem-solve in context.   
Children find that topic work is not only exciting but satisfying to pursue and even parents 
become engrossed in them.  This, in turn, promotes effective learning and enhances the 
invaluable partnership between our school and home.

Throughout the years, children’s 
attainment and progress is carefully 
monitored to ensure that they are 
achieving our expectations – or beyond -
and information is fed back to both the 
pupils and parents throughout the year.  

In the summer term, children in Year 2 and  
6 undertake the national Statutory 
Assessment Tasks (SATs) in English and 
Mathematics and Science.
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“The two things that I like best 
about school are probably English 

and managing to have time to talk 
to my teachers.”

Caitlan, pupil

English

In English, children develop skills in speaking and 
listening, reading and writing. We place 
importance on listening and speaking skills and 
encourage our children to express themselves 
clearly, creatively and imaginatively as this helps 
to communicate effectively in both speaking and 
writing.

Reading - and particularly the love of reading, are
very important at our school and children are 
encouraged to read widely and regularly for both 
pleasure and information.  We have recently 
renovated and restocked our libraries which 
provide a huge range of books for children to     
choose from.

We teach children how language works and how 
to choose and adapt what they write for
different circumstances.

Links are made to other 
subjects wherever feasible with 
many skills taught through 
topics

Mathematics
Mathematics is taught mainly as a separate subject using the National Numeracy 
Strategy, although opportunities are provided for the children to make use of their 
mathematical understanding in other subjects.  In Key Stage One the children are taught 
within their classes, whilst at Key Stage 2 they are taught within ability groups. We 
believe that it is important to make mathematics relevant to children’s lives so, where 
possible, they learn through hands-on activities.

Science
We teach Science mainly through practical investigations in contexts that the children 
can easily understand.  We encourage children to explore, discover and raise questions 
about what they are learning and in this way we develop their scientific skills and
understanding.  
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